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ABSTRACT 

This study hypothesizes tha"t negation and finiteness are 
linked in the development of foreign language acquisition in comparable ways 
to their development in first language acquisition. By contrasting synchronic 
intrapersonal variability data with change occurring in the diachronic data 
about negation, this article shows how adult learners of French in a 
classroom environment switch from a nominal utterance organization governed 
by semantic-pragmatic strategies to a finite utterance organization 
constrained by syntactic rules. Specific to the context of the investigation, 
this phenomenon can be observed through the increasing rate of overt and 
covert repairs in spontaneous oral production, which are signs of 
metalinguistic consciousness emerging parallel to the process of 
grammaticlization . (Contains 21 references.) (Author/VWL) 
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Our main hypothesis is that negation and finitness are linked in the developpment 
of Foreign Language Aquisition in some comparable ways as they are for First 
Language Acquisition. By contrasting syncronic intrapersonal variability data with 
change occuring in the diacronic data about negation, we show how adult learners 
of French in a classroom environment switch from a Nominal Utterance 
Organization governed by semantic-pragmatic strategies to a Finite Utterance 
Organization constrained by syntactic rules (Klein & Perdue, 1993, 1997). Specific 
to our context of investigation, this phenomenom can be observed through the 
increasing rate of overt and covert-repairs in spontaneous oral production (Levelt, 
1989), which are signs of metalinguistic consciousness emerging parallel to the 
process of grammaticalization. 



0. Introduction 

La recherche pr6sent6e ici porte sur 1’ acquisition de la morphosyntaxe 
negative du fran?ais L2 dans une perspective 6nonciative et 
interactionnelle. Mon hypothhse principale est qu’il existe un lien entre la 
mise en place d’une syntaxe negative conforme h la langue cible et le 
d^veloppement de la catdgorie du verbe et je d6cris comment des 
apprenants debutants d^veloppent l’expression de la negation lors 
d’ activity d’ interaction orale tout au long de 300 heures de cours. Afin 
d’observer comment s’effectue 1’ appropriation j’ai tenu compte de la 
situation d’interaction ainsi que des modalites d’6nonciation qui 
accompagnent la production linguistique. J’argumente que la presence 
croissante d’ activity de reformulations signalent un changement progressif 
de la nature des enonces oh la negation apparait. En effet, les marques 
textuelles d’ attention aux formes linguistiques - ph6nomhne qui caract6rise 
sans doute davantage l’apprenant en milieu guide que celui en milieu 
naturel - permettent d’induire le passage d’une phrase m6moris6e ou 
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